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Abstract

Improving speech system performance in noisy environments
remains a challenging task, and speech enhancement (SE) is
one of the effective techniques to solve the problem. Moti-
vated by the promising results of generative adversarial net-
works (GANs) in a variety of image processing tasks, we ex-
plore the potential of conditional GANs (cGANs) for SE, and
in particular, we make use of the image processing framework
proposed by Isola et al. [1] to learn a mapping from the spec-
trogram of noisy speech to an enhanced counterpart. The SE
c¢GAN consists of two networks, trained in an adversarial man-
ner: a generator that tries to enhance the input noisy spectro-
gram, and a discriminator that tries to distinguish between en-
hanced spectrograms provided by the generator and clean ones
from the database using the noisy spectrogram as a condition.
We evaluate the performance of the cGAN method in terms
of perceptual evaluation of speech quality (PESQ), short-time
objective intelligibility (STOI), and equal error rate (EER) of
speaker verification (an example application). Experimental re-
sults show that the cGAN method overall outperforms the clas-
sical short-time spectral amplitude minimum mean square error
(STSA-MMSE) SE algorithm, and is comparable to a deep neu-
ral network-based SE approach (DNN-SE).

Index Terms: generative adversarial networks, speech en-
hancement, speaker verification

1. Introduction

Dealing with degraded speech signals is a challenging yet im-
portant task in many applications, e.g. automatic speaker veri-
fication (ASV) [2], speech recognition [3], mobile communica-
tions and hearing assistive devices [4, 5, 6]. When the receiver
is a human user, the objective of SE is to improve quality and
intelligibility of noisy speech signals. When it is an automatic
speech system, the goal is to improve the noise-robustness of
the system, e.g. to reduce the EERs of an ASV system under
adverse conditions. In the past, this problem has been tackled
with statistical methods like Wiener filter and STSA-MMSE
[7]. Lately, deep learning methods have been used, such as
DNN:s [6, 8], deep autoencoders (DAEs) [5], and convolutional
neural networks (CNNs) [9]. However, to our knowledge, no
one has tried to use GANSs for SE yet.

GAN:Ss are a framework recently introduced by Goodfellow
et al. [10], which consists of a generative model, or generator
(G), and a discriminative model, or discriminator (D), that play
a min-max game between each other. In particular, G tries to
fool D which is trained to distinguish the output of G from the
real data. The architectures used in most of the works today
[11] are based on deep convolutional GAN (DCGAN) [12] that
successfully tackles training instability issues when GANs are
applied to high resolution images. Three key ideas are used to
accomplish this goal. First, batch normalization [13] is applied
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to most of the layers. Then, the networks are designed to have
no pooling layers as done in [14]. Finally, the training is per-
formed adopting the Adam optimizer [15].

So far GANs have been successfully applied to a variety
of computer vision and image processing tasks [1, 12, 16, 17].
However, their adoption for speech-related tasks is rare with
one exception in [18], in which the authors of the report applied
a deep visual analogy network [19] as a generator of a GAN
for voice conversion, and the results are presented as exam-
ple audio files without speech quality or intelligibility or other
measures. In a related field, for music, the GAN concept was
applied to train a recurrent neural network for classical music
generation [20].

Very recently, a general-purpose cGAN framework called
Pix2Pix was proposed for image-to-image translation [1]. Mo-
tivated by its successful deployment on several tasks, we adapt
the framework in this work, aiming to explore the potential of
c¢GANs for SE, as part of the overall goal of investigating the
feasibility and performance of GANs for speech processing.
Specifically, we use Pix2Pix to learn a mapping between noisy
and clean speech spectrograms as well as to learn a loss function
for training the mapping.

2. Pix2Pix framework for speech
enhancement

In GANS, G represents a mapping function from a random noise
vector z to an output sample G(z), ideally indistinguishable
from the real data x [10]. In cGANs, both G and D are con-
ditioned on some extra information y [1], and they are trained
following a min-max game with the objective:

L(D7 G) = EX,Y" Pdata(X,¥) [log(D(X7 Y))]+
Esn po(z),y~ pdam(y)[IOg(l — D(G(z,y),y))]

Pix2Pix differs from other cGAN works, like [21], because
it does not use z. Isola et al. [1] report that adding a Gaussian
noise as an input to G, as done in [22], was not effective. Hence,
they introduce noise in the form of dropout, but this technique
failed to produce stochastic output. However, we are more in-
terested in an accurate mapping between a noisy spectrogram
and a clean one than a cGAN able to capture the full entropy
of the distribution it models, so this represents a minor issue.
Figure 1 shows how the data and the condition are used during
training in the particular case of this paper.

In addition to the adversarial loss L(D, @) that is learned
from the data, Pix2Pix utilizes also L1 distance between the
output of G and the ground truth. The choice of combining
different losses, like L2 distance [23] or perceptual losses for
a specific task [16, 17], has been shown to be beneficial. In
Pix2Pix, L1 distance is preferred to L2 because it encourages
less blurring [1] and it tends to generalize better if compared to
perceptual losses.
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Figure 1: Generator (G) and discriminator (D) in the Pix2Pix
[framework for speech enhancement. G generates an enhanced
spectrogram from a noisy input by fooling D, which tries to clas-
sify a spectrogram as clean or enhanced, conditioned on the
respective noisy spectrogram.

Furthermore, G and D, adapted from [12], are a U-Net [24]
and a PatchGAN, respectively. Since in image-to-image trans-
lation tasks, the input and the output of G share the same struc-
ture, G is an encoder-decoder where each feature map of the de-
coder layers is concatenated with its mirrored counterpart from
the encoder to avoid that the innermost layer represents a bot-
tleneck for the information flow. Besides, D is built to model
the high frequencies of the data, as the low frequency structure
is captured by the L1 loss. This is achieved by considering lo-
cal image patches. In particular, D is applied convolutionally
across the image to classify each patch as real or fake. Then,
the obtained scores are averaged together to get a single output.
This architecture has the advantage of being smaller and can be
applied on images of different sizes [1]. When the patch size
of D has the same size of the input image, D is equivalent to a
classical GAN discriminator.

Our Pix2Pix implementation is based on [25], with G that
gets a 256 x 256 1-channel image, while D a 256 x 256 2-
channel image. The main differences with the original frame-
work are the adoption of 5 x 5 filters in the convolutional layers,
and the last layer of D which is flattened and fed into a single
sigmoid output as in [12].

2.1. Preprocessing and training

For speech signals with a sample rate of 16 kHz, we computed
a time-frequency (T-F) representation using a 512-point short
time Fourier transform (STFT) with a hamming window size
of 32 ms and a hop size of 16 ms. In this way, the frequency
resolution is 16 kHz / 512 = 31.25 Hz per frequency bin. We
considered only the 257-point STFT magnitude vectors which
cover the positive frequencies due to symmetry. Our generator
G accepts 256 x 256 x 1 input, so for training we concatenated
all the speech signals and then split the spectrogram every 256
frames, while for testing we zero-padded the spectrogram of
each test sample in order to have the number of frames equal
to a multiple of 256 and then performed the split accordingly.
We also removed the last row of the spectrogram, which is a
choice that has a negligible impact since it represents only the
highest 31.25 Hz band of the signal, but this allows us to have a
power-of-2 input size which makes the design of G and D easier.
Before the data are fed to our system, they are also normalized
to be in the range [—1, 1].

We trained the GANs using stochastic gradient descent
(SGD) and adopting the Adam optimizer, for 10 epochs with
a batch size of 1 according to [1], updating G twice per each
iteration to avoid a fast convergence of D [25]. The networks’
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weights have been initialized from a normal distribution with
zero mean and a standard deviation of 0.02 [1]. The L1 loss has
been added to the GAN loss using a scaling factor of 100 [1].

To enhance a speech signal with Pix2Pix, we first compute
the T-F representation of it, and then we forward propagate the
spectrogram magnitude through G. Finally, we reconstruct the
signal with the inverse STFT using the phase of the noisy input.

3. Experiments
3.1. Evaluation metrics

The performance of our system is evaluated in terms of PESQ
[26] (in particular the wide-band extension [27]), STOI [28],
and EER of ASV. PESQ and STOI have been chosen as they
are the most used estimators of speech quality and speech intel-
ligibility, respectively. The implementations used in this paper
are from [7] for PESQ and from [28] for STOI.

Regarding the ASV evaluation, we use the classical Gaus-
sian Mixture Model - Universal Background Model (GMM-
UBM) framework [29], which is suitable for short utterances
as in this work. We first built a general model, UBM, which
is a GMM trained with an expectation-maximization algorithm
using a large amount of speech data not belonging to the target
speakers. Then, a target speaker model for each specific pass-
phrase and each speaker was derived by maximum a posteriori
adaptation of the UBM. The approach of adapting UBM is used
in order to have a well-trained model for a speaker even when
there is no much data available. At this point, for a test utter-
ance we calculate the log likelihood ratio between the claimant
speaker model and the UBM. The features extracted from the
speech data are 57-dimensional mel-frequency cepstral coeffi-
cients (MFCCs), and the GMM mixture number is 512.

3.2. Baseline methods

We compare the results of our approach with other two meth-
ods we consider as baselines: STSA-MMSE and an Ideal Ratio
Mask (IRM) based DNN-SE algorithms.

STSA-MMSE is a statistical-based SE technique, where
the a priori signal to noise ratio (SNR) is estimated with the
Decision-Directed approach [30] and the noise Power Spectral
Density (PSD) is estimated with the noise PSD tracker in [31].
The noise PSD estimate is initialized with the first 1000 samples
of each utterance, assumed to be a speech-free region.

For the DNN-SE algorithm, we use the same procedure and
parameters of [6]. The IRM is estimated by using a DNN with
three hidden layers of 1024 units each, and an output layer
with 64 units. The input of the DNN is a 1845-dimensional
feature vector, which is a robust representation of a frame that
combines MFCCs, amplitude modulation spectrogram, relative
spectral transform - perceptual linear prediction (RASTA-PLP),
and gammatone filter bank energies, with their delta and double
delta for a context of 2 past and 2 future frames. The training
label is represented by the IRM, which is computed as in [32]
from the T-F representation based on a gammatone filter bank
with 64 filters linearly spaced on a Mel frequency scale and
with a bandwidth equal to one equivalent rectangular bandwidth
[33]. The system is trained for 30 epochs with SGD, using the
mean square error as error function and a batch size of 1024.
In order to enhance a test signal, the DNN provides an estima-
tion of the IRM which is applied to the T-F representation of the
noisy signal. Finally, the time domain signal is synthesized.



3.3. Datasets

We use two corpora, TIMIT [34] and RSR2015 [35], as follows:

e Set 1 (TIMIT) - 4380 utterances of male speakers are
used for UBM training.

¢ Set 2 (RSR2015) - Text ID from 2 to 30 of sessions 1,
4, and 7 for 50 male speakers (from m051 to m100) are
selected to train Pix2Pix and DNN-SE.

¢ Set 3 (RSR2015) - Text ID 1 of sessions 1, 4, and 7 for
49 male speakers (from m002 to m050) are used to train
the speaker models.

¢ Set 4 (RSR2015) - Sessions 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, and 9 of the
same text ID and speakers used for training the models,
are selected for evaluation.

The choice of RSR2015 as the main database for training
and testing can be seen as a compromise, because we were in-
terested in the evaluation of an ASV system, which provides
another objective measure of the performance, and RSR2015 is
widely used for this task.

We used 5 different noise types to simulate real-life con-
ditions: Babble, obtained by adding 6 random speech samples
from the Librispeech corpus [36]; white Gaussian noise gen-
erated in MATLAB; Cantine, recorded by the authors; Market
and Airplane, collected by Fondazione Ugo Bordoni (FUB) and
available on request from the OCTAVE project [37]. Noise data,
which were added to the utterances in Set 2, 3, and 4 at different
SNR values, used for training and testing are different.

3.4. Setup

Inspired by [2], we investigate two different kinds of Pix2Pix-
based SE front-ends: 5 noise specific front-ends (NS-Pix2Pix),
each of them trained on only one type of noise, and 1 noise
general front-end (NG-Pix2Pix), trained on all types of noise.
The same has been done for the DNN-SE front-ends, obtaining
5 noise specific front-ends (NS-DNN) and 1 noise general front-
end (NG-DNN). For training, we add noise to clean speech at
two different SNRs, 10 and 20 dB. With higher SNR it should
be easier to train a G able to capture the underlying structure
of the noisy input and generate a clean spectrogram, but a test
with lower SNRs for training is worth to explore in the future.
For testing, results for 5 different SNR conditions are reported:
0, 5, 10, 15, and 20 dB, as is commonly done for ASV, but an
interesting future work is to test on lower SNRs, particularly
for intelligibility evaluation. In addition, to find the behavior of
the front-ends on noise free conditions, ASV performance on
enhanced clean speech data is also reported.

In all the tests, the performance of the following front-
ends are presented: No enhancement (when no SE algorithm
is used on noisy data), STSA-MMSE, NS-DNN, NS-Pix2Pix,
NG-DNN, and NG-Pix2Pix. In total, three different tests have
been conducted:

e Test 1 - In the first test, we compute PESQ and STOI for
the different front-ends to estimate speech quality and
intelligibility.

¢ Test2 - In the second test, the ASV system is trained with
enhanced clean speech (except for the No enhancement
front-end where clean speech is used) and tested on the
5 types of noise.

e Test 3 - The last test is performed to evaluate the ef-
fects of a multi-condition training on ASV. For No en-
hancement, STSA-MMSE, NS-DNN, and NS-Pix2Pix
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the speaker models are built from enhanced clean speech
and one kind of enhanced noisy speech, while for NG-
DNN and NG-Pix2Pix all kinds of noise are used.

4. Results and Discussion

The results of Test 1 are shown in Table 1. It is observed that
the average PESQ scores of NS-Pix2Pix and NG-Pix2Pix are
always better than the other front-ends. The best performance
improvement is achieved between 5 and 15 dB SNR regardless
of the noise type. At 20 dB, our approach outperforms the oth-
ers on Market and White noises, but for Airplane noise STSA-
MMSE is the best one, while for Babble and Cantine noises
the absence of enhancement is superior indicating that all the
SE techniques introduce an amount of distortion surpassing the
benefit of noise reduction. At 0 dB, NG-Pix2Pix generally out-
performs the noise specific version with an exception (Market
noise) and its scores are close to DNN-SE ones.

In terms of STOI, Pix2Pix front-ends perform similarly to
STSA-MMSE. However, DNN-SE front-ends are superior in al-
most all the conditions, even though Pix2Pix front-ends achieve
the same or very close results in some situations, e.g. low SNRs
for Cantine and Market noises. At 20 dB, we observe the same
behavior as the PESQ scores, where the evaluation of not en-
hanced signals gives a better outcome.

Table 1: PESQ and STOI performance for the 5 front-ends: No
enhancement (a), STSA-MMSE (b), NS-DNN (c), NS-Pix2Pix
(d), NG-DNN (e), NG-Pix2Pix (f).

| | PESQ | STOI

| SNR |0 5 10 15 20 | mean | 0O 5 10 15 20 | mean
(@ | 134 163 202 247 3.00| 209 || 064 074 082 088 093 | 050

o | () | 154 179 217 272 326| 230 || 066 074 081 087 091 | 0.80
E| (© | 165 194 230 273 316 | 236 | 0.69 076 083 088 092 | 0.82
E| @ | 157 202 251 291 318 | 244 || 066 075 081 085 089 | 0.79
< (@ | 165 194 229 270 314|235 | 0.69 076 082 087 091 | 081
() | 167 207 251 283 33| 245 | 067 074 079 083 086 | 078

(@ | 120 142 179 240 33| 1.99 | 044 056 067 077 085 | 0.66

L | ® [ 114 131 161 207 265 | 176 | 043 056 0.66 074 081 | 0.64
2| (© | 125 151 187 231 278 | 195 | 0.50 0.63 072 079 086 | 0.70
S| @ | 120 148 198 252 293|202 || 046 059 071 078 083 | 067
(e | 124 152 188 231 278 | 195 | 049 062 072 079 085 | 070

() | 120 149 200 253 293 | 203 | 046 060 071 077 082 | 0.67

@ | 135 165 207 257 330| 219 || 054 066 075 083 090 | 074

o | () | 138 168 212 267 323 | 222 | 055 066 074 082 087 | 073
£ (© | 146 175 215 263 302|222 | 059 069 076 083 089 | 075
S| @ | 145 184 238 28 313|232 | 058 068 075 080 085 | 0.73
Sl @ | 147 177 218 264 311|224 || 060 0.69 077 083 089 | 0.76
(H | 149 191 243 281 308 | 234 | 059 0.69 075 080 084 | 0.73

(@ | 126 151 189 238 304|202 || 051 062 073 081 088 | 071

| b | 124 145 176 222 279 | 1.89 || 051 062 071 079 085 | 070
S| (© | 135 163 200 246 294 | 208 | 0.56 0.67 075 082 088 | 0.73
S| @ | 136 171 221 272 3.09 | 222 | 055 066 074 080 085 | 072
(e | 136 163 200 245 293 | 207 | 056 0.67 075 082 088 | 073

(h | 135 172 224 268 302|220 | 0.56 0.67 074 079 083 | 0.72

(@ | LI5S 131 160 201 257 | 173 | 0.50 061 072 081 089 | 0.71

(b) | 135 158 1.88 225 271 | 195 | 053 063 073 081 087 | 072

£ (© | 138 166 200 239 288 | 206 | 0.58 0.67 075 082 088 | 0.74
S| @ | 123 154 211 274 314 | 215 || 053 064 073 080 086 | 0.71
(© | 135 163 196 229 265| 198 | 057 066 074 081 088 | 073

) | 132 169 222 268 301|219 | 055 065 073 078 083 | 071

The ASV performances (Tests 2 and 3) are reported in Ta-
bles 2 and 3, where the results of the baseline systems are from
[38]. For the clean speaker models, Pix2Pix front-ends gener-
ally outperform the baseline methods. One exception is seen
for Babble noise, where the NG-DNN front-end gives an EER
of 8.73%, marginally better than NS-Pix2Pix (8.76%). At low
SNR, DNN-SE front-ends sometimes show better results than
Pix2Pix, but overall our approach can be considered superior.

On the other hand, the performances of DNN-SE front-ends
on multi-condition training are generally better, which presents
a substantial improvement if compared with the clean speaker
model situation. Our approach is generally better than STSA-
MMSE, although the NS-Pix2Pix front-end shows lower per-



Figure 2: From left to right: noisy spectrogram (White noise at 0 dB SNR); clean spectrogram; spectrogram of the signal enhanced
with NG-Pix2Pix; spectrogram of the signal enhanced with NG-DNN; spectrogram of the signal enhanced with STSA-MMSE.

Table 2: ASV performance in terms of EER on clean speaker
model

\ SNR | 0 5 10 15 20 clean | mean
No enhancement | 21.09 1599 13.61 11.66 9.18 6.99 | 13.08
o STSA-MMSE | 17.69 12.58 8.17 6.53 6.27 5.80 9.51
fu NS-DNN | 1699 10.55 748 6.99 6.15 6.12 9.05
E NS-Pix2Pix | 17.19 884 544 505 4.63 3.74 | 748
< NG-DNN | 1599 899 6.2 6.2 558 567 | 808
NG-Pix2Pix | 15.31 7.89 5.58 4.77 4.76 5.44 7.29
No enhancement | 19.05 14.63 11.69 11.04 9.18 6.99 | 12.10
° STSA-MMSE | 29.04 2040 1259 7.82 6.29 5.80 | 13.66
= NS-DNN | 17.01 10.54 7.82 646 6.12 578 | 8.96
g NS-Pix2Pix | 18.83 1122 7.62 570 510 4.08 | 876
NG-DNN | 16.67 1039 750 634 578 567 | 873
NG-Pix2Pix | 21.05 13.64 8.50 597 4.76 5.44 9.90
No enhancement | 20.72 19.20 14.74 11.81 8.50 6.99 | 13.66
° STSA-MMSE | 19.09 1237 816 680 6.12 580 | 9.72
5 NS-DNN | 1871 858 6.12 549 531 510 | 822
B NS-Pix2Pix | 17.33 9.18 544 510 510 416 | 7.72
o NG-DNN | 1994 9.18 6.12 5.78 5.44 5.67 8.69
NG-Pix2Pix | 17.57 8.84 573 531 476 544 | 794
No enhancement | 29.40 20.07 15.00 11.96 8.93 6.99 | 15.39
= STSA-MMSE | 2551 17.35 1190 828 735  5.80 | 12.70
£ NS-DNN | 2143 986 688 646 578 592 | 9.39
é‘ NS-Pix2Pix | 1791 1033 7.14 592 517 3.61 | 835
NG-DNN | 21.77 10.59 748 6.22 5.76 5.67 9.58
NG-Pix2Pix | 19.58 1122 748 6.12 507 544 | 9.15
No enhancement | 4590 4320 34.61 2628 1691 6.99 | 28.98
STSA-MMSE | 3095 21.17 1395 1020 850 580 | 15.10
£ NS-DNN | 39.46 2075 986 782 6.2 6.02 | 1501
§ NS-Pix2Pix | 40.48 28.23 1245 7.86 6.46 6.46 | 16.99
NG-DNN | 40.14 21.77 1088 8.16 6.80 5.67 15.57
NG-Pix2Pix | 30.61 1733 940 7.14 578 544 | 12.62

formance when it deals with white noise.

In general, Pix2Pix can be considered competitive with
DNN-SE (better PESQ and EER on the clean speaker models,
but worse STOI and EER for multi-condition training) and over-
all superior to STSA-MMSE.

Figure 2 shows the spectrograms of a noisy utterance
(White noise at 0 dB SNR), together with its clean and enhanced
versions with NG-Pix2Pix, NG-DNN, and STSA-MMSE. It is
observed that the spectrogram enhanced by the cGAN approach
preserves the structure of the original signal better than the other
SE techniques, while at the same time more noises remain es-
pecially at high frequency regions, as compared with NG-DNN.
The spectrogram enhanced by STSA-MMSE is snowy all over
the places.

5. Conclusion

In this paper we investigated the use of conditional genera-
tive adversarial networks (cGANs) for speech enhancement.
We adapted the Pix2Pix framework, intended to solve generic
image-to-image translation problems, and evaluated the perfor-
mance of this approach in terms of estimated speech percep-
tual quality and speech intelligibility, together with equal er-
ror rate of a Gaussian Mixture Model - Universal Background
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Table 3: ASV performance in terms of EER on multi-condition
speaker model

\ SNR | 0 5 10 15 20 clean | mean

No enhancement | 32.28 26.87 21.10 1638 9.86 5.83 | 18.72

o STSA-MMSE | 2551 15.48 8.16 6.12 5.44 5.44 | 11.03
;_% NS-DNN | 14.78 8.26 5.44 5.53 4.76 4.76 7.26
E NS-Pix2Pix | 16.67 7.14 510 4.03 378 442 | 6.86
< NG-DNN | 11.38 6.2 478 472 423  4.00 | 5.87
NG-Pix2Pix | 13.27 643 5.78 5.44 527 4.78 6.83

No enhancement | 21.77 1537 1193  9.52 8.16 6.12 12.15

° STSA-MMSE | 3350 23.13 16.23 12.63 8.84 7.12 | 1691
= NS-DNN | 1626 9.52 699  6.08 578  5.17 | 830
E NS-Pix2Pix | 20.75 1088 6.12 476 4.08 436 | 849
NG-DNN | 16.00 9.18 544 476 4.08 4.00 | 7.19
NG-Pix2Pix | 21.72 1244  6.46 5.34 522 4.78 9.33

No enhancement | 24.11 1722 1293 10.88 9.18 7.48 13.63

° STSA-MMSE | 19.05 1259 821 6.91 6.12 632 | 9.87
5 NS-DNN | 1293 591 442 425 427 378 | 593
i NS-Pix2Pix | 1429 6.87 476 4.00 4.08 476 | 6.46
o NG-DNN | 11.61 5.78 5.10 4.57 4.08 4.00 5.86
NG-Pix2Pix | 14.10 748 544 544 527 478 | 7.08

No enhancement | 36.05 26.06 18.37 1332 9.18 5.44 | 18.07

= STSA-MMSE | 29.25 21.07 1395 1098 7.82  6.67 | 14.97
£ NS-DNN | 1933 816 624 541 453 429 | 799
‘E“ NS-Pix2Pix | 18.49 9.18 5.82 4.42 3.74 4.76 7.74
NG-DNN | 1837 8.16 5.78 4.44 4.42 4.00 7.53
NG-Pix2Pix | 1930 937 637 544 510 478 | 839

No enhancement | 35.88 24.40 1837 1581 1497 5.85 | 19.21
STSA-MMSE | 3095 20.07 748 646 646 476 | 1270

£ NS-DNN | 2721 952 612 502 465 578 | 9.72
§ NS-Pix2Pix | 39.37 23.81 1020 6.46 5.95 6.44 | 15.37
NG-DNN | 2619 1122 7.14 510 4.08 4.00 | 9.62
NG-Pix2Pix | 3041 1429 884 6.60 578 478 | 11.78

Model based speaker verification system. The results we ob-
tained allow us to conclude that cGANs are a promising tech-
nique for speech denoising, being globally superior to the clas-
sical STSA-MMSE algorithm, and comparable to a DNN-SE
algorithm.

Future work includes a more extensive evaluation of the
framework in more critical SNR situations, and modifications
aiming at making it specific for the task. For example, a model
with G generating a small size output window from a fixed num-
ber of successive frames can be built as it is often done in deep
neural networks for speech processing, and a specific perceptual
loss to be added to the cGAN loss can be designed.
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